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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S. C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)K Responsive to communication(s) filed on 03 October 2003 . 
2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)KI This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) [3 Claim(s) 1-11 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1-11 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 03 October 2003 is/are: a)K accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) E3 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)IEl All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Preliminary Amendment 

1 . The preliminary amendment submitted on 05/03/04 has been acknowledged. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

3. Claims 7-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter as follows. 

Claims 7-1 1 recite "a computer program" which does not impart functionality to 
a computer or computing device, and is thus considered nonfunctional descriptive 
material. Such nonfunctional descriptive material, in the absence of a functional 
interrelationship with a computer, does not constitute a statutory process, machine, 
manufacture or composition of matter and is thus non-statutory per se. While "functional 
descriptive material" may be claimed as a statutory product (i.e., a "manufacture") when 
embodied on a tangible computer readable medium. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Takamiya (US Publication Number 2002/0030849). 

The applied reference has a common assignee with the instant application. 
Based upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) might be overcome 
either by a showing under 37 CFR 1 .132 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in 
the reference was derived from the inventor of this application and is thus not the 
invention "by another," or by an appropriate showing under 37 CFR 1 .131 . 

(1) regarding claim 1: 

As shown in figure 1-3, Takamiya discloses an image forming apparatus for 
forming an image based on the resource data downloaded via a network (paragraph 35, 
lines 9-18), comprising: 

holding means for holding said downloaded resource data (1 14, figure 1 , 
paragraph 43, lines 1-3; note that the holding means is considered as the frame 
memory that stores the image data); 
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determination means for determining whether or not the information necessary 
for forming the image is provided by analyzing the resource data (paragraph 44, lines 1- 
7; note that the resource data gets analyzed before image is formed); and 

deletion means for deleting the resource data held in said holding means, if as a 
result of said determination, it is determined that the information necessary for forming 
the image is not provided (paragraph 77, lines 9-17; note that if the external resources 
have not been fetched , the sub-translator checks for the frequency counter and delete 
the resources). 

(2) regarding claim 2: 

Takamiya further discloses, the image forming apparatus according to claim 1 , 
further comprising default value holding means for preholding the resource data as a 
default value (paragraph 77, lines 11-13; note that the sub-translator checks the 
reference frequency counter recorded in the resource management table at 
predetermined time intervals), in which when the resource data held in said holding 
means is deleted by said deletion means as a result of said determination (paragraph 
77, lines 14-17), an image is formed based on the resource data held in said default 
value holding means (paragraph 77, lines 6-9). 

(3) regarding claim 3: 

Takamiya further discloses, the image forming apparatus according to claim 2, 
wherein said default value holding means is able to read and write said resource data 
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(paragraph 41 , lines 2-3; note that the floppy disk drive and the hard disk drive are also 
used as a storage means. It is also inherent that a hard disk or a floppy disk drive could 
be able to read and write). 

(4) regarding claim 4: 

Takamiya further discloses, the image forming apparatus according to claim 2, 
wherein said default value holding means is able to read said resource data (paragraph 
51, lines 1-13). 

(5) regarding claim 5: 

Takamiya further discloses, the image forming apparatus according to claim 1 , 
wherein the resource attributes describing the information necessary for forming the 
image are preheld (paragraph 77, lines 6-9; note that the if the external resources have 
already been fetched the main translator update a reference frequency counter 
described later), and said determination means makes a determination, based on said 
resource attributes (paragraph 77, lines 9-17; note that if the external resources have 
not been fetched, it awaits the external resources to be fetched). 

(6) regarding claim 6: 

Takamiya further discloses, an image forming method for forming an image 
based on the resource data downloaded via a network (paragraph 35, lines 9-18), 
comprising: 



Application/Control Number: 10/677,374 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2625 

a step of holding the downloaded resource data (114, figure 1 , paragraph 43, 
lines 1-3; note that the holding means is considered as the frame memory that stores 
the image data); 

a step of determining whether or not the information necessary for forming the 
image is provided by analyzing the resource data (paragraph 44, lines 1-7; note that the 
resource data gets analyzed before image is formed); and 

a step of deleting the resource data held at said holding step, if as a result of said 
determination, it is determined that the information necessary for forming the image is 
not provided (paragraph 77, lines 9-17; note that if the external resources have not been 
fetched , the sub-translator checks for the frequency counter and delete the resources). 

(7) regarding claim 7: 

Takamiya further discloses, a computer program for implementing an image 
forming method for forming an image based on the resource data downloaded via a 
network (paragraph 35, lines 9-18), said program comprising: 

a program code for a holding step of holding the downloaded resource data 
(paragraph 43, lines 1-3; note that the holding means is considered as the frame 
memory that stores the image data); 

a program code for a determination step of determining whether or not the 
information necessary for forming the image is provided by analyzing the resource data 
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(paragraph 44, lines 1-7; note that the resource data gets analyzed before image is 
formed); and 

a program code for a deletion step of deleting the resource data held at said 
holding step, if as a result of said determination, it is determined that the information 
necessary for forming the image is not provided (paragraph 77, lines 9-17; note that if 
the external resources have not been fetched , the sub-translator checks for the 
frequency counter and delete the resources). 

(8) regarding claim 8: 

Takamiya further discloses, the computer program according to claim 7, further 
comprising a program code for a default value (paragraph 77, lines 11-13; note that the 
sub-translator checks the reference frequency counter recorded in the resource 
management table at predetermined time intervals), in which when the resource data 
held in said holding means is deleted by said deletion means as a result of said 
determination (paragraph 77, lines 14-17), an image is formed based on the resource 
data held in said default value holding means (paragraph 77, lines 6-9). 

(9) regarding claim 9: 

Takamiya further discloses, the computer program according to claim 8, wherein 
said default value holding process enables said resource data to be read and written 
(paragraph 41 , lines 2-3; note that the floppy disk drive and the hard disk drive are also 
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used as a storage means. It is also inherent that a hard disk or a floppy disk drive could 
be able to read and write). 

(10) regarding claim 10: 

Takamiya further discloses, the computer program according to claim 8, wherein 
said default value holding process enables said resource data to be read (paragraph 51, 
lines 1-13). 

(11) regarding claim 11: 

Takamiya further discloses, the computer program according to claim 7, wherein 
the resource attributes describing the information necessary for forming the image are 
preheld (paragraph 77, lines 6-9; note that the if the external resources have already 
been fetched the main translator update a reference frequency counter described later), 
and said determination means makes a determination, based on said resource 
attributes (paragraph 77, lines 9-17; note that if the external resources have not been 
fetched, it awaits the external resources to be fetched). 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Tanaka (Us patent Number 6,519,048 B1 ) discloses a communication server on 
the network printer opens image data to display a print result and notifies a host 



Application/Control Number: 10/677,374 



Page 9 



Art Unit: 2625 

computer on the print job issuer side of a result of the print job including a network 
resource ID showing the image data. 

Sugaya (US Patent Number 6,304,336 B1 ) discloses a system is adapted so that 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from the 
examiner should be directed to Hilina Kassa whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
1676. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Twyler Lamb could be reached at (571) 272- 7406. 
Any response to this action should be mailed to: 



Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal 
Drive, Arlington, VA, Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Technology Center 2600 Customer Service Office 
whose telephone number is (703) 306-0377. 
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